
January 18, 1 990 LB 161 , 113 6 - 1 171, 1 1 81-1194

Nr. President, finally, I have a re ference report referring
LBs 1136-1171. (See pages 373-74 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, announcement, the Speaker would like t o h o l d a
chairmen's meeting t omorrow morning at eight-fifteen in
Room 2102. The Speaker is calling a chairmen's meeting tomorrow
morning at eight-fifteen in Room 2102. That is all that I have,

PRESIDENT: Do we have some new bills, Nr. Clerk?

CLERK: Nr. President, new bills: (Read LBs 1181-1194 by title
- for the first t ime. See pag e s 3 7 4 - 77 of the I,egislative
Journal.) That's all that I have at this time, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: We' ll move on to General File, LB 1 61, Nr . C l e r k .

CLERK: Nr . P r e s i dent , L B 161 was a bill that was originally
introduced by Senators Rod Johnson, Scofield, Coordsen, Baack,
Weihing, Schellpeper and Elmer. (Title re a d . ) The bi l l was
introduced o n Ja n uary 5 of last year, Nr. President. I t was
referred to the Agriculture Committee for public hearing. The
bill w a s brought to the floor with committee amendments
attached. It was considered on April 5, Nr. President. A t th a t
time Senator Johnson made a motion to bracket the b ill until
January 1 of thi s year . I have pending the committee
amendments. They have not been adopted yet, Senator.

PRESIDENT: S enator Rod Johnson, p l e a se .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President and members, the committee
amendments are relatively straightforward. It is simple but I
would like to share them with you and indicate that hopefully
they are noncontroversial. There a re f our par t s t o t he
committee amendment. The first requires the Department of
Agriculture to use other agencies when enforcement is necessary
in the question of water quality. The Department of Agriculture
xs the lead agency in implementing this bill, but in many cases
we have expertise, especially with water quality and other areas
including the Department of Environmental Control, through their
work; the Department of Health for the Safe Drinking Water Act
and the State Resources Office and there is just a v a r i e t y of
different agencies that I think the department could turn to for
assistance and I think the important thing is to make sure that

Nr. President .
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J anuary 19 , 1 9 9 0 LB 272A, 1117 , 1 1 35 , 1 1 7 2-1242
LR 242-245

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: L ad i e s and gentlemen, welcome to the George W.
Norris Legislative Chamber. We are happy to have with u s t h i s
morning as our Chaplain of the day, Mr. Gerry Harris, who i s t he
Executive Secretary of the Gideons, and l i v e s i n L i n co l n . Would
you please rise for the invocation.

MR. GERRY HARRIS: (Prayer o f f e r e d . )

PRESIDENT: Th an): yo u , M r . Ha r r i s . We appreciate your coming
anc g i v i ng us t h e b enediction, not t h e benediction, the
invocation this morning. Roll call, please.

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Do you have an y messages, repor t s , or

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i den t , I h a ve a Re f er en c e Report r ef e r r i n g
L Bs 1172-1242 , an d LRs 24 2 - 2 4 5 , s igned b y S e n a t o r L a b e d z , as
Chair of the Reference Committee. Senator Coordsen gives notice
of hearing for the Business and Labor Committee for Februar y 5
a nd January 2 9 . ( Re: LB 11 3 5 , LB 11 1 7 . )

I h a ve a r ep o r t o f registered lobbyists f o r t he wee k of
January 1 8 , an d , M r . Pr es i d en t , an Attorney General's Opinion
addressed t o Sen at o r Landis re g ar d i n g LB 27 2A . ( See
p ages 42 1 -24 o f t h e Leg i s l at i v e J our n a l . ) That is all that I
h ave, Mr . P re s i d e n t ,

PRESIDENT: We wi l l move on, Senator Lamb, are you in position
to handle that confirmation r eport . Ok ay .

SENATOR LAMB: Mr . President, and members, I would offer to the
body the confirmation report for Mr. Myers.

C LERK: S e n a t o r, ye a h, Law r e nc e Mye r s , t he Nebr a sk a P o wer R e v ie w

announcements?

Board.

SENA OR L A MB : Ye s , Mr. Myer s ap pe a r e d b ef o r e t he Na t u r a l
Resources Committee about t wo d ay s ago and h e i s a
reappointment. He was appointed, I be l i e v e , l at e l ast y ea r and
there was no opposition to his reappointment, and the committee
voted unanimously to recommend that Mr. Myers be appointed t o
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February 13 , 1 99 0 LB 42 , 15 9 , 16 3 , 5 2 0 , 9 1 3 , 1 1 07 , 1 1 72
1184, 1201
L R 240, 2 54 , 2 5 5

like to read in at this time?

little slower than what the original bill proposed.

PRESIDENT: Than k yo u. Mr. Clerk, do you have something you' d

CLERK: I do, Mr. President. Very quickly, two new resolutions.
(Read brief descriptions of LR 254 and LR 255. See pages 770-71
of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Government Committee reports LB 1107 to Ge neral
File with amendments, LB 1172 General File with amendments,
t hose si gn e d by Sena t o r Baack. Edu ca t i on r epo r t s LB 913
indefinitely postponed, LB 1201 indefinite~ , ostponed, LR 240CA
indefinitely postponed, those signed b Senator Withem. And
Government reports LB 1184 to General F e wi th amendments.
Amendments to be printed to LB 520 by Senator Schellpeper,
Senator Kristensen to LB 159 and Senator Beck to LB 163. That ' s
all that I have, Mr. President. ( See p a ges 773-77 o f t he
Legislative Journal.)

P RESIDENT: Th an k yo u . Senator Haberman, you are next followed
by Senator Schmit.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr . President, members of the body, i n m y
12 years in the Legislature I h a v e had v e ry , v e r y , v ery f e w
occasions to agree and be on the same side as Senator Chambers,
so this is a n ew for me. I do agree with Senator Chambers'
amendment, cutting the 7 percent to 5 percent as this would
still end up a 53 percent increase in 11 years. Although I do
not subscribe to some of the other thoughts that Senator
C hambers h a d abo u t j udge s , I would like to put in the record
that I do subscribe to his amendment in cutting the 7 percent to
5 percent as a 53 percent increase in 11 years is a considerable
amount of increase and I do support that part of his amendment.
T hank you , Mr . P re s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Th ank y ou .
Senator Chambers .

Senator Schmit, please, followed by

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, you know I a l way s
wish some time that I could be on an issue that is riding the
wave of popularity. I t seems to me l i k e I ' m e ithe r ahe a d or
behind of the power curve all the time. One of my concerns many
years ago, and Senator Chambers addressed that concern with me,
was the drug problem. You go back and check the record, it was
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February 1 4 , 19 9 0 L B 42, 1 59 , 3 1 3 , 6 4 2 , 8 5 1 , 8 5 6 , 85 7
8 74, 893 , 9 0 1A, 9 57 , 9 6 0 , 9 6 4 - 9 66 , 9 8 4
9 97, 1044, 1 064 , 1 080 , 1 0 90 , 1 1 61 , 1 1 84
1193, 1232
LR 11

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Nr. Clerk, you have a motion?

CLERK: Nr . Pr e si den t , I have a priority motion by Senator
Langford, that's to adjourn the body until February 15, 1990. I
assume that's nine o' clock, Senator. I do have some items.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Anything for the record, Nr. Clerk?

CLERK: Ye s , I d o , Nr . P re si d e n t . I have amendments to b e
printed to LB 42 by Senator Baack. ( See pages 793-94. of t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jo u r n a l . )

Nr. President, Enrollment and Review reports LB 1064 t o Sel ec t
File with Enrollment and Review amendments. L B 851, L B 8 5 6 ,
L B 857, L B 8 74 , L B 8 9 3 , LB 957, L B 96 4 , LB 9 66 , LB 984, and
LB 997 are all reported correctly engrossed. T hose are s i g n e d
by Senato r L i n d say a s E 6 R C h a i r. Banking Committee reports
LB 1161 t o Gen er a l File with amendments, and L B 1 1 9 3 a s
indefinitely postponed, those signed by Senator Landis as Chair
of the Banking Committee. (See pages 794-96 of the Legislative
J ournal . )

I have a n e w A b i l l , Mr . Pr es i d e n t . (Read LB 901A by t i t l e f o r
the first time. See page 796 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, I have a confirmation report from the Health and
Human Services Committee, that is signed by S enator W e s e l y as
Chair. I have a series of priority bill designations. Senator
Schellpeper selects LB 1080; Senator Cr o s b y , LB 96 5 ; Senator
Scof i e l d , LB 1184 ; S enator Ri ch a r d Pet er s o n , I R 11CA; an d
Senator Withem, Education Committee priorities are L B 9 6 0 an d

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , Sen at o r Abboud would like to add his nam to
L B 1044, S ena to r C r o sb y an d Chambers t o L B 642, Sen a t o r Elmer
and P e t e r s o n t o LB 159 and AM2372, and Senator Morrissey to
LB 1232. I believe that's all that I have, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The motion before the house is one
to adjourn until tomorrow morning at nine o' clock. Al l i n f av or
say aye . Opp o sed no . Ayes h a v e i t , carr i ed , w e a r e a dj our n e d .
(Gavel. )

LB 1090.

Proofed by :
Jo y as n
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February 16 , 1 9 9 0 LB 163 , 164 A , 226 , 2 60 , 4 5 7 , 57 1 , 83 8
8 46, 866 , 8 8 0 , 9 5 8 , 1 0 03 , 1 0 19 , 1 0 2 8
1 039, 1062 , 1 1 03 , 1 1 06 , 1 1 13 , 1 1 84 , 1 2 0 5
1215, 1229

Senator Ha rtnett.
J ournal . )

Judiciary reports LB 838 to General File; LB 880, General File;
LB 846, indefinitely p ostponed; LB 1103 and LB 12 05 ,
indefinitely postponed.

I have amendments to be pr inted to LB 866 by Senators Lamb,
H aberman, R o g e r s and C r osby . ( See p a ges 848-5 0 of t he
Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, priority bill designations. Senator Labedz has
selecte d LB 45 7. Sen a t o r Hartnett for Urban Affa i r s h a s
s elec te d LB 110 6 , LB 12 2 9 ; S enator Co n way , LB 26 0 ; Senator
Bernard-St evens, L B 1 0 6 2 ; Senator Bec k , LB 9 58 ; Sen at o r Rod
J ohnson, LB 10 1 9 ; Sen a t o r H aberman, LB 103 9 , as on e o f t he
Retirement Systems priority bills. Senator Hall's Revenue bills
a re LB 1 028 an d LB 12 1 5 ; S enator NcF a r l a nd , LB 226 ; Senator
Hefner, LB 571; and Senator Chizek's personal priority, LB 880,
and Judiciary Committee's, LB 1003 and LB 1113.

Nr. President, Revenue Committee gives notice of hearing. And
one new A bill, LB 164A by Senator Ashford. (Read by title for
the first time as found on page 850 of the Legislative Journal.)

And, finally, Senator Scofield has amendments to LB 1184 t o b e
p rin t ed . (See page 851 o f t he L e g is l at i ve J o u r n a l. ) That' s a l l
that I have, Nadam President.

Nadam President, when we left LB 163, the Enrollment and Review
amendments had been adopted. Senator. Johnson had an amendment
to the bill that had been adopted . Sen at o r N or r i ss e y had
amendments. Senator Hefner had his first amendment adopted.
The bill was bracketed, Nadam President. I n o w h a ve p end i n g
Senator Hefner's amendment. Senator, this amendment is on
page 599 of the Journal. I believe.. . i t ' s AN 2 141 , S e n a t o r, the
biodegradable, Right. Okay.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a t o r H e f n e r , on the amendment.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and members of the body, you will
find this amendment on page 599. And what this would do, this
would a d d a t ax o r a f ee on d i sposa b l e d iapers . . . o n
n ondegradabl e d i sp o s a b l e diapers at the rate of 10 cents per
dozen. The tax would be collected by the Department of Revenue

( See p a ges 846-48 of t he I egis l a t i ve
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March 2, 1990 LB 1019A, 1184

opening on the committee amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: L B 10 1 9 A i s a d v a nced . LB 1 1 84, Mr . Cl e r k .

C LERK: Nr . Pr es i d e n t , 1184 was a bill introduced by Senator
Scofield and a number of members. (Read title.) The bill was
in t r oduced o n Janua ry 1 8 of this year, at that time it was
referred to the Government Committee for public h earing . Th e
bill was advanced to General File. I do have committee
amendments pending by the Government, Military a nd V e t e r a n s
Affairs C ommittee, Nr. P r e s id e n t . (Standing Committee
amendments are on page 773 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Chair recognizes Senator Baack for purposes of

SENATOR BAACK: Yes , Nr . Spe a ker a nd c o l l ea g u es . The committee
amendments to LB 1184 do two things. The first thing that they
do is they clarify the relationship between t he c r e at ed
author i t y , und e r 1 18 4 , and the Department of Aeronautics. There
was some concern expressed by the people from the Department of
Aeronautics that they did not have the kind of funding available
to work with this authority and to fund this authority. So i t
makes it very clear in the committee amendments that they are
simply to act as a pass-through agency for the funding f or t he
authority, and it is not to be...not any of their funds are
supposed to be used for the authority. I think that Senator
Scofield will have an amendment in a few minutes that even
further clarifies this relationship between the Department of
Aeronaut i c s an d the authority, and I will also support that
amendment, because it does clarify it even further. The s e c ond
thing that the committee amendments do, at the suggestion of
DAS, it was suggested that the expenses for the people i n t he
authority flow through the DAS account. But since the authority
will not be a state agency, they are recommending, instead, that
t he e x p enses f o r the people that serve on the authority will
come out of the monies that are allocated directly to the
authority, and not flow through DAS. So , those are the two
things that the committee amendments do, and I would urge their
a doption . Tha n k y o u .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou . An amendment on the desk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Scofield would move to amend the
committee amendments. The amendment is on page 851, Senator.

I

10247



Narch 2, 1 9 9 0 LB 1184

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield, please.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Th ank you , Nr. Pr es i d ent . Th i s i s a
clarifying amendment that Senator Baack mentioned; again, to
restate that the role of the Department of Aeronautics here is
simply as a pass-through agency. And to make certain that there
is absolutely clear intent of the bill that none of t hei r
current funds would go to support the activities of this act, weadd t he l ang u a ge a s f o l l ow s , "No funds shall be appropriated
from the Department of Aeronautics Cash Fund for the purposes of
the Nebraska State Airline Authority Act." That' s t h e meat o f
the...and that includes the audits conducted by certified public
a ccountant s . That, again, is to make certain that the current
cash funds that come in there are used to continue to maintain
and enhance our airport facilities. A s Senator Baack p o i n t e d
out, the role of the Department of Aer o n aut i c s her e i s t o
continue to do the tasks that they were designated to carry out.
We do ne e d an ag e ncy f o r p a s s - t h r o ugh pu rposes. I t h i nk An n e
Beaurivage has a particular expertise that is u seful to the
activities envisioned in this act, but we have no intention of
taking out of her budget any of her current funds t o d o t h at .
So, I just want to make that very clear with this amendment.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the amendment to the
amendment? Senator David Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank y o u , Nr . S pea k e r . J ust a
question for Senator Scofield, if she would.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield, would you r e spond.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: S andy, I h a v e , o b v i o u s l y , no prob l em
with the amendment, because that is one of the things t hat was
brought out i n the Government Committee hearings. I guess my
only concern might be, and through your position on t he
Appropriations Committee you might be able to relieve at least
some of the concerns that I have, and that would be, if, in the
future, there would be some, because of the report that would be
given, or things changed, there would be some desire, from the
Department of Aeronautics, to use some of the funds within it
for something, I guess my feeling is your amendment would
prohibit that, and I'm wondering if we might want t o have
something, a little disclaimer, saying unless specifically
approved by the Department of Aeronautics.
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SENATOR SCOFIELD: I don ' t envision that happening, Senator
Bernard-Stevens. And I think we simply have to be.. . t o t a k e t h e
stance that we' re going to use other sources of funding, once we
decide what's even feasible to be done here. I don't think that
language is necessary, and at the time...should the state pursue
this activity and decide that it's feasible and come up with a
feasible funding mechanism, then I think it's appropriate to add
into the appropriations bill that kind of language. But, f o r
right now, I think it's better to make it clear t hat we don ' t
have any intentions of going after these cash funds. I t h i n k
there is plenty of demand for those, and I don't envision the
day, right now at least, that that would be an option.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any other discussion on the amendment? Any
closing, Senator Scofield. Thank you . The que st i on i s t he
adoption of the Scofield amendment to the committee amendments
to LB 1184. All in favor vote aye, o pposed nay. R e c o r d .

ASSISTANT CLERK: 18 aye s , 0 nays on the amendment to the
amendment, Mr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . The amendment to the amendments
are adopted. Back to a discussion of the committee amendments.
Anything further? Sen ator B aack, w o u l d you c a r e t o c l os e ?
Senator Baack waives closing, and the question is the adoption
of the committee amendments to 1184. Those in f av o r v ot e ay e ,
o pposed nay. Pl ea s e r e c o rd .

A SSISTANT CLERK: 25 aye s , 0 nays o n ado p t i o n of committee

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are adopted. B ack t o
a discussion of the bill as amended. Senator Bernard- St evens .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Does Sandy need t o open?

SPEAKER BARRETT: I 'm sor r y . Senator Scofield, you did not open
on the bill, my apologies.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Mr . S peaker . I' ll be happy to get
this bill off the ground. (Laughter.) This bill is essentially
a problem that is emerging in all rural states, addresses t h e

amendments.
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problem of continuing air service. I think many of us i n he r e
are awa re of t he need , not only to continue essential air
serviCe, but also I became aware, last summer, of an initiative
that was in So uth Dakota, that you have a handout before you,
where South Dakota initiated a study to see if they couldn' t
expand a n d enh a nce t he i r intrastate air service connections.
Traveling a good bit in this state and knowing of t he
difficulties that we have statewide with intrastate air service,
I thought that perhaps this model was wo rth pursuing in
Nebraska. As you know, the distances across the state m ake i t
very difficult for us to conduct business between Lincoln, Omaha
and the rest of the state. It's difficult sometimes even to get
into a city the size of Lincoln. We are fortunate to have at
least one main line down what's called t he r i ver run t ha t ' s
supported by essential air service and, at all costs, we must
support that. But there seems to be a n i ncr e a sing concern,
across t he st at e , in terms of our opportunities for economi.c
development and tourism, some of the kinds of things that we
were talking about earlier on the international trade bill, of
needing to get people across this state so that we can, in fact,
conduct business and take advantage of our opportunities. There
is a definite lack of commercial air service i n N ebraska, and
that happens to be the case in most rural states right now. To
add to that difficulty, it is not at all uncommon to fly outside
of this state to get to the eastern part of the state. For
i nstance , i f I am to fly to Omaha or Lincoln from Chadron, I
either drive to Scottsbluff or Rapid City, South Dakota, o r e l s e
I fly from Chadron into Denver and come back in. The c o s t i s
usually prohibitive to do that. Senator Elmer can add to that
with his experiences in McCook, s o that ' s no t a n u nusual c a s e .
It would be very good for this state, I think, if we were able
to link it together with air service. I think we' ve missed some
opportunities that I know of recently in terms of just t he w a y
people conduct business in this day and age they' re unwilling to
get into a vehicle and drive four, six or eight hours across the
state to conduct business, to participate in our tourism
offer i ngs and so on . And so I think this would serve the state
well to start this planning process. And I want to clarify at
this point that really all we' re doing is setting in motion a
planning process to see what we can do to enhance air service in
the State of N ebraska. The feasibility of that needs to be
explored. In a couple of days or so, I suspect that we will bedebating an o t h e" resolution about the potential loss of rail
service along the northern line. I have more t han once heard
Senator L amb say,we may have missed the boat on that ten years
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ago or so in this state when we didn't start planning f or w h a t
appeared to be a fairly obvious outcome. I'm going to try to
offset, avoid that same kind of eventual difficulty in the state
with air service. And that is the main purpose of this bill, is
to get us to plan for better air service in this state before we
really face a crisis situation. The lack of air service, I 'm
convinced, in this state has a negative impact on the economy,
has a negative impact on access to tourism. And yo u ha v e on
your desk as well, I believe, a second handout that points out
the need for strong cross-state connections, a s r e c ommended b y
the N e b r aska Fu t u res Gro up. This is an idea that seems to have
sprung up independently from a n umber of q uar t er s . When I
started thinking about it, discovered that South Dakota was
working on it, then discovered t h at Ne w Futures w a s a l so
recommending that we need to create the best intrastate air
service in the Great Plains. And that was just reported out in
t hei r r epor t , you have t he o art i c l e of
February 25th recommending that. T hat' s t h e b a s i c pu r po s e and
the basic philosophy behind the bill. Now, let me tell you what
t he bill does. It put s...it suggests that we try t o pu t
together a plan that might eventually lead to a public-private
partnership to enhance intrastate air service in the state. We
create an air authority, which is made up of seven members
appointed by the G overnor. And the reason for putting an
authority in place right now is I don't want t his to just be
another study. We have to have an active and involved group of
citizens championing this idea to make it go. There i s eno ugh
interest out there, I'm convinced, f r om su c h g roups as New
Futures and the interest that some of you have exhibited here on
the floor that I think we can put together a group that will
champion this and keep it going. And it really is going to need
somebody t o car r y it through and make it happen, otherwise we
will end up with just another authority. As the amendments
indicated earlier, this authority is i ndependent of the
Department of Aeronautics. And the Department o f A e r onaut i c s
really becomes the pass-through agency. We do have s o me
expertise over there that will be useful to us, b ut th e y hav e
plenty to do on their own. So we need to go a head and create
this authority and give them the power to initiate t his st u d y .
They have quite broad powers at this point under this bill, from
making reports and recommendations to the Legislature concerning
the provision of services and facilities. They can come in with
a whole range of recommendations, all the way from planning to
financing. We do ask for a report to be generated by December 1
o f 1990 . Prob a bl y t h e most important outcome of this, in
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addition to creating the authority, would be asking that
authority to explore the feasibility of this concept, come up
with recommendations for a funding mechanism and plans for t he
development of an intrastate commercial airline. We did, at the
hearing, have George Poullos appear on behalf of this bill, who,
as you know, manages GP Express and is currently involved with
the activities going on in South Dakota. I believe with help of
individuals like him, who are involved in the airline industry
already, we can do a very good job of planning, but it will
require outside consulting expertise, and that's what the cost
of the A bill will essentially reflect when we get that. I have
deliberately kept that A bill low at this point, because I think
we can build on what South Dakota has already learned and tap
into our own excellent research capabilities h ere i n Nebr a s k a
and make this go. But we need to do a market and needs analysis
of existing air service and possible alternatives t o t h a t
service to link major communities together in this state.
That...my goal would be to link as many of the major communities
together as possible. New Futures suggested that perhaps it
might be wise to have something like a 60 mile driving distance
t o a n y a i rpo r t hub . So, at that point, that's how the
particular communities that were identified by New Futures were
designed, but that's all up to the study. And I t h i n k we n eed
to determine what the boarding rates might be, wh at the
feasibility of it is. South Dakota essentially put together a
package of combined federal funds, state funds, boarding f ' s ,
tickets if you will, generating the rates and figured out how to
put that package together. They' re about two years a head of u s
in terms of this development. So I think we can profit from
t heir ex p e r i ence a n d decide, number one, does this make sense
for Nebraskan I believe when we start l ooking a t t hi s we ' l l
decide it does, in fact, make sense for Nebraska. B ut th e
complexity of providing air service requires some v ery ca r e f u l
study and same...it's not a thing that you just take off with
o ne day and decide t o d o . It will ultimately probably demand
that we sink some state resources in it. I don't envision that
within the next few years, until we have completed t his st u d y .
But I think it's important that westart this planning process
right now. Every year, as we talk to all of our mayors and so
forth, it's a b attle in Washington to hang onto essential air
service. I would hope that that would continue and that we will
continue to succeed. We need that to make this work, that's an
essential component of it. But the opportunities for expanding
this, the opportunity for expanding b u s i ness a nd t our i s m
activities in the s tate, and I would suggest even to address
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some of the health care needs that we have, when people need to
get from a smaller area to a more populous center, in fact,
could be met by better transportation services. So, with that
introduction, I would be happy to respond to questions on the
b i l l . Tha n k y o u .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . B efore p r oceeding t o a d iscuss i on
of the bill itself, Senators Smith and Kristensen are jointly
announcing a guest, under the north balcony, M r. Jay C h o que t t e
of Campbell, Nebraska. Mr. Choquette, would you please stand
a nd take a b ow . Tha n k y o u , w e' re g lad t o h a v e y o u . A lso, som e
very spe c i a l gues t s under our s o ut h b a l c ony , w e have Mr . P h i l
Kreutz and J u dy K re u tz , and their son, Jim, who are parents ofour P a ge , Jane K r e u t z . P lease s t and and be r e c ogn i z ed . Thank
you. Also, a very special guest, a former member of thi s
Legislature. He served in the Seventy-Second Legislature, in
1951 and '52, former Senator Rolland Kreutz , w ho i s 94 y ear s
y oung. Sena t or Kr eu t z , p l ea s e . T hank you , we ' re p l e a sed t o
h ave you back ag a i n . For purposes of discussion, Senator David
Bernard-Stevens, followed by Senator John Weihing and Senator

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. Couple of
maybe not quite so serious comments in beginning, then I' ll get
to a more serious comment. But there are sometimes bills that
come before us that, they' re little puns that go about. For
example, Senator Conway decided that maybe this bill doesn' t
n eed an y p r opp ing up , and Senator Baack thought that we need to
talk about the "plane" truth on this particular bill. And
Senator Scofield thought that the bill was going to fly, and, o f
course, some people say this bill is greased, not in this case,
it's on autopilot. And I'd just like to say that I'm glad to be
a copilot on this particular bill, because I think it's o ne o f
the more proactive things that we' ve done. I'd also like to
make a second comment, I 'm almost tempted t o i n t r od u c e a
resolution and/or an amendment somewhere along the line, not on
this bill, but maybe somewhere else, that would require that
whenever we h av e national elections that we have mandated at
least three to four members of the body must file, because i t ' s
r ef r esh in g t o se e the rejuvenation and the excitement of the
campaign. Senator Barrett has brought before us some very, very
good bills this year, the small business incubators, and the New
Horizons projects for the future has been on e of h i s leads,Senator Joh n son before us t oday on the international trade
o ff i ce , a n d no w w e have Senator Scofield on state airline

Dennis Baack .
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authority. And maybe if we have three or four people, each
year, or every other year, announce, that we can continue to
bring some ver y , v er y good acts a n d prog r a ms t hrough t he
Iegislature and I would encourage that. On a more serious note,
the State of Ne braska and the Legislature, quite often, is
reactive. We' re always reacting to a crisis. We reacted to the
4-R Act. We reacted to the pipeline. We' re still i n r eac t i o n
to school finance. We' re reacting to property tax crisis and so
on. Very seldom do we take the time or have the time possibly
to actually look in the future, see a potential problem propping
up, if you wish, and then attacking that particular problem
before the crisis hits. If we haven't learned on the railroads,
as far as the lines beginning to close, and some of the problems
w e' ve h a d on the bus service in the northern tier part of our
state, we need to take a little bit more time to look at t h at ,
because t ho s e p r ob l e ms have h a ppened, we' ve seen i t , and nowwe' ve tried, in the past, to react to t hat. . W i t h t h e
deregulation of the airline industry and the continuation of the
problems w e ha v e ea c h year of getting emergency air service
funds at the federal level, there is a clear possibility that
the State of Nebraska could be, as far as outstate Nebraska,
could be in some type of difficulty in regards to air ser vi ce .
I think Senator Scofield has brought before us,along with the
other co-sponsors, a bill that will be proactive. We' re g oi ng
to look at the problem,we' re going to come up with solutions
that will fit in Nebraska. There are o t he r mode l s out t h e r e .
South Dakota has...is a couple of years ahead of us, but we can
certainly look and see what they have done. Certainly what they
have done is not going to fit Nebraska perfectly. But t h e r e a re
a lot of other models out there. And I'd like to conclude with
one point. There was some confusion on the bill that the state
was g o i n g t o ge t involved and have its own airline in
competition with the private industry, and that is not the case.
This i s a b i l l where w e' re g o i n g t o wo r k h a n d i n h an d , as in
m any cases we t r y t o do , where th e p r i v a te and p u b l i c sect o r s
work together to find what is in the best interests of the State
of Nebraska. Whenever you have the private sector coming in and
supporting something s uch a s Geo r g e Pou l l o s , w ho came in a n d
gave some excellent testimony to the Government Committee,
whenever you have that private sector coming in and working with
government to stimulate a plan and action for the future,.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...we' ve got something, I think, that
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i s good, i s w o r k abl e and c an bring dividends in t he f u t ur e .
With that I urge the body certainly to support 1184,and
hopefully it will be into law then at the end of this year.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Weihing.

SENATOR WEIHING: Nr. President and members of the Legislature,
I rise to support 1184. I won' t b e s p e ak i n g about really the
structure but really the need. It's a very critical need, and
it becomes more and more critical with each year. Many o f u s
may not realize but 50 years ago it was really much easier to
get from, say, Chadron to Lincoln than it is now at many t imes.
And the reason I say that, when 1. . . 30 ye a rs a go I wo u ld g e t on
the train, in Lincoln, and overnight, next morning I would be
out at Alliance or Scottsbluff. I could get on the train at
Alliance or Scottsbluff in the evening, be here in the morning ,
no loss of time. We don't have that kind of train service. As
many of you know, Senator Scofield has been working ve r y h ar d
just to maintain bus service out in the western area. At one
time, buses were very common, they stopped at each t own, ci t y ,
hamlet, it carried us from the western part to the eastern part.
Now we do not have that. We are limited to our automobile. And
the automobile is not available to everyone, there are many
people who cannot drive for one reason or another. N ow, h a v i n g
an a irline service will be of i nestimable benefit. In
governmental we talk about it economically. The re are m any
offices, many offices of the government that are in the western
parts of the state, and it limits it to traveling by automobile,
if we do not have airline, w e do not h av e t h e b u s es , we d o n o t
have the trains. The area of education, have you ever thought
about getting your child 400 miles to the Lincoln campus?
Requires a car. W e may not always be able to afford that car.
We need to have this easy, or I shouldn't put it easy, but t h e
necessary transportation, the necessary transportation so that
our university can commute back and forth, our students can
commute back and forth. Primary and secondary education is
connected with our state government right in t hi s Cap i t o l and
r igh t wi t h i n i n t he State Office Building, there is constant
personal commuting that must be done. And in the area of just
social affairs, the beautiful Lied Center, which some of you
have seen, and the performances and the lectures, a nd t he ma n y
other events that will occur, and how do we get to it? By
travel. And if there are not the t ra i ns , t he r e ar e n ot t h e
buses, then it is the automobile. We may not have the time,

10255



March 2, 1 9 9 0 LB 1184

because when you have the automobile, it takes you a day to come
here, you ar e he re a d a y, t ak es y ou a d ay to g o b ack. Where an
individual spends maybe one-half day here in Lincoln attending
some functions and it's complete, it is three days and at a
minimum cost of $300 to 0400 for someone in t he west .
Therefore, we must maintain our linkage, we must maintain..

.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WEIHING: ...the excellent transportation and rapid
transportation between western and eastern. It is vital to the
social, the educational, governmental entities of our society
throughout the state. I support L B 84 ( s i c ) , a n d I h o p e t hat
you move it along.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Baack, followed by Senator

SENATOR BAACK: Yes , Mr. Speaker and col l eagues. I r i s e i n
support of 1184. I know that...I' ve received a couple of notes
saying that I need to declare a conflict of interest on this.
But I probably use the essential air service in Nebraska as much
as anyone. And I know that with GP Express I'm probably their
best cust o mer, beca use I fly back and forth at least 20 to 25
times a year. So,...and I think it's something that we need to
keep in place, because we talk about economic development a lot
in here, and how we' re going to keep our rural areas g o i n g i n
this state, and I think there is only one way we can do that,
and that is we have to provide the proper kind of transportation
system to attract industry into these a reas. I f you d o no t h a v e
the proper transportation systems, companies do not want to look
at your area. When companies come i n t o an area , s uch a s
Scottsbluff, if they cannot move their executives in and out
rather easily, especially through air travel, they are not going
to look at Scottsbluff very carefully. I also would like to
relate to you a little story that I had. A year ago ~ t c}g g y
sent a reporter out to do a story on essential air se rv i c e i n
Nebraska, be c a u se there was some debate going on in Congress.
They sent a reporter out there, and this re p or ter r od e w ith m e
from Scottsbluff to Grand Island. He was not real impressed
with the airplane. He was used to flying on the big jets, and
in fact he got a little bit ill as we flew down to Grand Island.
But we had a good conversation on the way, and that's the thing
that I tried to emphasize to him is that, when we t a l k abou t
essential air service, for serving western Nebraska, we are no t

Wehrbein.
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asking for jet airline service or anything of that kind from
western Nebraska, it would be nice to have, but that's not what
we' re asking f o r . All we want is a way to be able to f l y f r om
w estern N e b r aska ba c k to eastern Nebraska, be able to do a
meeting and go back the same day. A nd we can do t h a t n ow, a n d
that's something that is extremely important for the people from
western N e b r a ska . I think that Senator Scofield has got an
excellent idea here. And I think that by setting up the
authority, by bringing in possibly a consultant to look at our
situation here as to how this state can address the essential
air service, I think that we' re going to be well on the way to
acting on a situation rather than reacting, a s Sen a t o r
Bernard-Stevens sai d . So many times we' re reactive. This time
we would be taking positive action. I think that this m eets
their qualifications very well for a p roject t hat i s v e r y
worthwhile for the State of Nebraska. So I would certainly urge
this body to advance 1184 and to support also the A bill, so
that we can get going, so that in case we do have problems with
federal essential air service money that we ar e r ead y , i n
Nebraska, to put in place our own system so that we can keep
alive essential air service. Thank you, Mr . Sp e aker .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Sen at o r Weh r b e i n , f ol l owed by

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Mr . Speaker and members. Just a f ew
comments, I guess, maybe observations. I wanted to ask Senator
Scofield a question t oward t he e n d . But I' ve been thinking
about public transportation in Nebraska, even in g e ner a l . And I
was interested in Senator Weihin.I's comments about the previous
characteristics of rail t ravel i n N e b r a ska . I' ve thought of
that, too, because 100 years ago already you could get on t he
train j ust nea rly a nywhere i n Neb r as k a . In historical
perspective, in my own county, they s aid that 17 ou t o f 18
precincts had rail transportation 100 years ago. As I r e member
reading the story of J. Sterling Morton, he was able to get on
the train in Nebraska City and go anywhere in the United States
at that time. One hundred years ago it was one of the k eys t o
the development of this country. So I guess I support this
concept of studying very much, of the importance of learning the
value of what air service in Nebraska should be, not o n ly now,
but probably for the next century in Nebraska. I t h i n k we h ave
to look more and more closely at our public transportation
service, whether it's rail or, in this case, airlines. And I
will be discussing with you more f u l l y , i n t i me , about t h e

Senators Nelson, Smith and Dierks.
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expansion of the Amtrak service in Nebraska as another form of
public transportation. Bu t , Senator Scofield, in closing I
wanted to ask you a question about, if you know, I see i n t he
South Dakota situation where they approximately have subsidy. I
realize it's probably premature, but I wondered if you had any
comments about the extent of subsidy that you were e xp e c t i n g ,
whether there's a potential break out of the cost versus. . . s t a t e
versus l oc al v er sus fares, I noticed. If you had any further
comment on that, I don't mean to bind you f or t he f ut u r e ,
r ealizing that that is a South Dakota suggestion. But I
wondered if you had any comments on that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: I have a. ..yes, Senator Wehrbein, I h ave a
fairly extensive summary here of where South Dakota is right
now. I'd be happy to make that available to you and any member
that would want it. And I' ll try to give you a quick run down
of what South Dakota is looking at right now. Their in itial
recommendations here, in terms of p roposed state and local
funding, show start-up and early operation will require state
and local financial participation as an investment in this
p oject. Total annual cost of the proposed sy stem is
2.7 million, with approximately 1.5 million estimated in
passenger re v e nues, and t hey based that on a co nservative
estimate of a 50 percent load factor on the overall operation.
That leaves required funding of 1.2 million. Their a ir l i n e
authority proposed sharing this funding between state and local
governments. The proposed funding split was 500,000 in General
Funds, 20 0 , 0 0 0 a s one-time funding from the State Aeronautics
Fund in South Dakota , and 500,000 in local funds. They p r o p ose
splitting their local share between nine cities who would be
served by this airline. That gives you, I think, s ome gener a l
idea of what they' re thinking about. I don't know, their setup
is a little different than in Nebraska. We are fortunate enough
to already have the essential air serv i c e r ou t e t hrough t he
center of the state. And we might be able to do a little bit
different kind of funding mix, that's what we' ll learn from this
study.

S ENATOR WEHRBEIN: Th a n k y o u . I w o u l d sup . . . . S i mp l y , I ' l l
support this bill for the reasons advanced. I think we need to
look more carefully at it. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r N e l s o n .
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SENATOR NELSON: Nr. Speaker, I, too, support the bill. And, as
you know, I think Senator Baack said that too often we senators
don't l ook at the future, and that we ar e r eac t i n g t o a
situation. I wil l guarantee you in the tri-city area I think
we' re reacting to a situation right now. When Braniff Airlines
went bankrupt and pulled out, it did away with the connections
and the cheaper fares and so on that we could en. . .did enjoy i n
Braniff in Kansas City. I think that we' re very fortunate in
Nebraska that we do have Senator Exon, who is a member of t he
essential air service and should be available to help us to a
great extent. And I'm also a partner in the essential ai r
service, on his committee. So, we do have a little bit of help.
We simply cannot attract and keep business if we don't have
transportation. We can give all the incentives i n t h e wor l d ,
but the officials and so on have to be able to get from one
point to the other. In our deliberations over an ai r p o rt f or
Adams, Buffalo and Hall County and so on, we certainly found out
there is a lot of competition for extra money or additional
money on air service, and yet what the need is, if we don't have
some type of good transportation. We also are moving very
rapidly to only hub airports. Yo u can find that out on the
national level. So we will have to provide, or try t o , ou r own
smaller airlines to provide service or to connect with Denver,
St. Louis and Kansas City. In my are a we have hi r e d a
professional to come in and try to give us points and to study
and contacts for other airlines. I'm sure that this is probably
available, maybe some of that expertise and so on . . . . I was
visiting with a gentleman from Omaha, just last evening, or t h e
o ther evening, an d he a l s o w as ver y kno w ledgeable o n t h e
situation and on a committee that had to do with it. So I 'm not
a ll sure that a l o t of th i s ba ck g r ound information isn' t
available. But, again, I certainly, at this point, support t he
bill and I don't think anyone can say that the need isn't there.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Smith, please.

SENATOR SNITH: Thank you, Nr. Sp eaker. Nembers of th e body,
I'm pleased to be...and I hope that Senator Bernard-Stevens ish ere. Darn , I see h e ' s n o t . I wanted to use a little play on
words this morning and say that I'm pleased to be a crew member
on that flight to assure essential air service. H ow do you l i k e
that? And I real ly don't have a lot to say, because I'm not
going to stand here and repeat all of the things that eve r y one
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has said. We all recognize that this is going to be a study, to
start off with, to develop and assure continuation of essential
service, intrastate kinds of service for c o mmercial air
connections, not only within the state, but to hub airports.
And we know that this can only have a positive impact on the
future of the State of Nebraska, of the economy, services that
we all need and so on. What I would li~-.e to do is just quickly,
and for the record, like to ask Senator Scofield, if s he wou l d
be willing to answer a question. And, Senator Scofield, I' ll
kind of outline what I would like to have you respond to in that
question. One of the things that I see here is that t he S o u t h
Dakota Airline Authority did look at the concern that they might
h ave t o en su re t h at existing air service within their state
would not be jeopardized by any kind of proposal or any kind of
new service that they were looking at. And they were looking at
the federal ess ential ai r se rv i ce pr ogr a m , and i n my
understanding there was no problem there, after they had looked
at t hat . But I gues s that....And I don't anticipate,
personally, any negative impact. In fact, I would expect thatt hi s cou l d ha ve a very positive impact and benefit on the
well-being of the existing airports and air services within the
State of Nebraska that already exist. Would you be willing to
respond and expand and clarify that concern foi the r ecord and
also, I think, for the benefit of those existing airlines that
we have wi t h i n N ebraska . I' ll give you the remainder of my time
in order to do that. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOPIELD: T hank you, Senator Smith. Pirst , l e t me
state that I think the continuation of essential air service is
absolutely essential to make this whole plan work. That' s an
important piece of the entire funding mix. South Dakota , i n
their report in fact, made a special point of working with their
Washington delegation so that their existing essential air
service f und i n g would not be jeopardized. They met with
Department of Transportation members and congressional staff to
solicit support for the possibility of securing funding, not
only for their project, but also to reiterate their. ..that their
program was not intended to conflict, in any way, with essential
air service. We need to continue those kinds of endeavors here
in Nebraska. S enator Weihing mentioned, for instance, some of
the people out in his area that have worked hard on t h is . We
have a mayor in Scottsbluff that's been a leader in this area.
And I would envision bringing those kinds of people in on t h i s .
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He probably has as much expertise on essential air service as
anybody in the state right now. Anne Beaurivage, I think, is a
useful resource over in the Department of A e ronautics , having
been in Washington at one time and working on these kinds of
issues. And I agree with you, that we should, in fact, make
sure that these all fit together, that's one of the things that
has to be accomplished by this study, is making sure t hose a l l
fit together. The other thing that I t hink pr e s ent s a n
interesting opportunity, Senator Baack and I were approached by
a representative of major jet carriers in this nation. As fa r
as I know they' ve never been in the State o f N e braska be f o r e ,
and he flew in to visit with us about this bill. I think there
is some recognition growing out there that rural states are
feeling very much bypassed and don't have the access of all
kinds of transportation services t hat we used t o h a ve , as
evidenced by some of the conversation here this morning on the
floor about the loss of rail service, the loss of b us s e r v i c e ,
and now ou r conc ern about jet service. I t hi n k we g o t ,
basically, a commitment out of that person to continue to go in
and champion the continuation and the need for essential air
service, as I think he learned some things about the situation
in Ne b raska by hi s visit here, and became aware of what our
needs are for intrastate connections, and even connections that
then get us to the major hub airports, all of which happen to be
located outside the boundaries of the State of Nebraska. So
this bill has had an impact already as far away as Washington,
D.C., I think, in sending a message about what our concerns are
in this state about a lack of.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCOPIELD: . . .o f ai r ser vi ce . And so i t ' s ver y
important that those pieces all be put together and that in our
plan that we ask this authority to bring to the Legislature,
those will be things that we will be looking for as a
Legislature . Th ank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Dierks, p l e a se.

SENATOR DIERKS: Thank you, Nr. Sp e aker, members of the body. I
just wanted to stand in support of thi s bill. I think Senator
Scofield has brought an excellent piece of legislation to us. I
believe this type of legislation plugs Nebraska squarely into
the future. It's just vital that we keep all these available
methods of transportation available. We' re having difficulty
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with the rails, we' re having difficulty with bus service , and,
of course, we' re having difficulty with keeping the population
status quo in rural Nebraska. And these types of issues are the
things that will help us keep rural Nebraska vital. S o I w o u l d
certainly support this legislation and urge you to do the same.
Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou . Senator Robak, please, followed by

SENATOR ROBAK: Thank you, M r. S p e aker . I just want to say that
I also am a co-sponsor of this bill, and I t h i nk we need to
concentrate on putting together a system within the state that
unifies the basic cities within the state. I l i v e i n Co l u m bus ,
and this may not necessarily...it may or may not include
Columbus, but I think if they come close to serving the needs of
Grand Island to Scottsbluff, or Hastings to Scottsbluff, or
Norfolk to Scottsbluff, basically we could have access to those
airlines and those airlines to our market. I n Columbus we h a v e
four international firms, six national firms, and a host of
other industries that do business right in Columbus, and I t h i n k
we' re a vital portion of the state's economy, and we wa n t t o
continue to be. But I think we need to be bridged together with
the other communities in the state. Thank you . I supp o r t t he

Senator Haberman.

measure.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senato r Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank yo u, th a t wo n ' t be ne c essary. Senator
Scofie ld , wou l d you care to close on the advancement of the

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Only very briefly, Mr. Speaker. I w an t t o
thank the members here for their interest in this bill and their
support for the bill. I think the level of concern that the
Legislature is expressing here today for transportation issues
in general, and the planning that we will set in motion with
this bill to enhance intrastate air service may be one o f t he
most significant things that we' ll do as a Legislature in some
time, to position Nebraska to be in a healthy place for the
future, whether it be for purposes of international trade,
whether it be for purposes of tourism, whether it's just for the
convenience of our citisens, or the ability to better serve the

b i l l ?
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public. In some ways some of us, as we have t a l ked and ha rkened
back to the days of rail service and the pleasures of traveling
by rail, I recall being able to take the train. The f i r s t year
I was in college you could still take the train from Crawford,
Nebraska, to Lincoln overnight at a very reasonable cost . My
conversations with the people in the rail industry indicate, at
least for now and perhaps forever, that isn't an option, that
this isn't where the revenue is. The other thing that seems to
have changed is the people's willingness to take time to t rave l
except in tourists kinds of activities. And so I think air
service is probably the mode of transportation of choice i fwe' re g oi n g to be competitive out there and to get people into
Nebraska either to conduct business from outside or to vi sit
this state as tourists or whatever. And so this sets in place a
planning mechanism that first discovers, can we pull this off?
Can Nebraska do t h i s a n d how would we do it? What ki nd of
investment do we have to make as a state? What kinds of
boardings do we have t o g enerate? And I think at the same t ime
moving on this front also we' ll continue to take our message out
to say we need essential air service and we not only can we not
afford to lose that, but we have to add to the services that are
a lready t h e r e . So I would thank you for your support on t h i s .
I w a s p l ea s e d t o hear Senator Nelson and Senator Robak talk
about their interests from Grand Island and Columbus and Senator
Smith from Hastings. We also had the mayor from the City of
Norfolk as well come in and address his concerns about this, so
I believe that this is an issue of statewide concern. We' ve had
people call us from Omaha saying they think this would b e g o o d
for Omaha and so I think it is something that serves the whole
state well and it's planning that needs to be gotten underway as
quickly as possible. I ask for your support with the bill.
Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . You' ve heard the closing and the
question is the advancement of 1184 to E h R Initial. Al l i n
favor p l e a se vo te a y e , o pposed nay . Re c o rd , Mr . C l e r k .

CLERK: 30 ay e s, 0 nay s , Mr . P res i d e n t , on the advancement of

SPEAKER BARRETT: L B 11 8 4 a d vances. The A bill, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: LB 1184A, Mr. President, by Senator S cofie l d . (Read
t i t l e . )
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SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move t hat LB 9 53A b e
advanced to E 6 R for engrossment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Any discussion on the advancement
of the A bill? Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr . President, and members of the b ody, I
would like to advance the A bill as we may need it towards the
tail end of the session. I will repeat to you again, t here i s
no cost to this legislation. It will not come back on LB 953
but we may need an A bill on Final Reading later on i n t h e
session, and for those reasons, I ask you to advance the A bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . An y o t he r d i scu s s i o n ? I f n o t ,
those in favor of the advancement of LB 953A p l e a s e say ay e .
Opposed n o . Car r i ed . The bill is advanced. Any matters for

CLERK: Yes , si r , I d o . Thank you. Mr . Pr e si den t , I h ave
amendments to be printed t o LB 5 71 b y Sen at or Hefner .
Mr. President, a Reference Report referring LR 258, s i g n e d by
Senator Lab ed z as Cha i r of the Reference Committee. (See
pages 1149-52 o f t he L e g is l a t i v e J ou r n a l . )

The Revenue Committee reports LB 1124 to General File with
committee amendments attached. That is signed by Senator Hall
as Chair of the committee. Appropriations Committee r epor t s
LB 1210 to General File. That is signed by Senator Warner as
Chair of that committee. Mr. President, your Committee on
Enrollment and Review respectfully reports they have carefully
examined engrossed LB 163 and find the same correctly engrossed,
LB 163A correctly engrossed, those signed b y S enato r L i nds a y .
Enrollment and Review reports LB 1019 to Select File, LB 1019A,
L B 1184, L B 1 1 8 4A , a n d L B 8 8 0 , all to Select File, s ome of wh i c h
have E & R amendments attached. That is al l t h at I h a v e ,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t . (See pages 1052-55 of the Legislative Journal.)

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Moving on to IB 542, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , excuse me, LB 542, I have Enrollment and
Review amendments, first of all.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr . President, I move the adoption o f t h e

che record , Mr . C le r kP
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M arch 7 , 19 9 0 L B 1019, 1 1 8 4A , 11 8 4

today .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The q ue s t i on is the....I'm sorry. I t i s
withdrawn, I failed to hear that. Anything further?

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , I do h ave a motion t o i nd e f i n i t e l y
p ostpon e LB 101 9 . Sen at o r John s o n , as primary introducer, has
the option to lay the bill over, Mr. Pres i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enator J o h n s o n .

SENATOR R. J OHNSON: Mr. Presiuent, I'd move t o l ay i t ov e r

SPEAKER BARRETT: The b i l l i s l ai d ove r . Mr. C l e r k , p r o cee d i n g

CLERK: M r . Pr es i d ent , LB 1184, I have E & R amendments pending.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r Li nd sa y . Senato r H al l .

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, I'd move the E & R amendments be
adopted .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion? Shall the E & R amendments be
a dopted t o LB 118 4 ? All in favor say aye . Oppo sed no .
Carr i ed , t h ey ar e adopted .

CLERK: I have nothing further on that bill, Senator.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator H a l l .

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, I move t h at LB 11 8 4 be a dvanced t o
E & R f o r en gr o ss i n g .

SPEAKER B A RRETT: Thank y ou . Di scu ss i on ? The qu e s t i o n i s ,
s hal l LB 1 1 8 4 b e a d v a n c ed ? All those in favor s ay aye . Op po s e d
n o. Car r i ed , t h e b i l l i s advanced. To the A bill, Mr. C ler k .

CLERK: LB 1184A , Senator, I have no amendments to the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator H a l l .

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, I ' d mov e t h at 118 4 A b e a dvanced t o
E & R f o r eng r o ss i ng .

t o L B 118 4 .
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March 12, 1990 L S 571, 656 , 6 88 , 8 80 , 9 2 3 , 9 60 , 9 6 0A
1031, 1080, 1 080A, 1094, 1 1 84 , 1 1 84A

of the house and roll call vote.

Warner and the Appropriations Committee, because of a variety of
circumstances, the right people were not there at any given
time, doesn't really mean that it might not have passed out o f
the appropriations process. You can do what you want . I have
not went around and counted noses on this i ssue . I have an
abiding faith in the members of this body to do what's right.
I t ' s u p t o yo u . I would move the advancement of the amendment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . And the question before t he b o d y
is the adoption of the Coordsen amendment to the committee
amendments to LB 1031. Those in favor of that motion vote aye,
opposed nay . Se n a to r Coordsen.

S ENATOR COORDSEN: Ye s , since most of us are here, a quick c a l l

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Shall t he h o us e g o under c al l ?
All in favor vote aye, o pposed nay . Rec o rd , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 24 eyes, 1 nay, Nr. President, to go under call.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th e house is under call. Members, please
return t o y o u r s e a t s an d r e c or d y ou r p r e s ence. S enator W a r ne r ,
please check in. Senator Chambers, the house is under call.
Senator Schmit, please. Senators Hall, Rod Johnson, Schmit and
Chambers, t he hou se is under call. Senator Coordsen, you are
ready to proceed with a roll call? The question is the Coordsen
amendment, the adoption of the Coordsen a mendment. Members,
please take your seats for roll call vote. Nr. Cl e rk , p r o c e ed

CLERK: (Roll call vote read. See pag es 1308-09 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.) 2 2 ayes, 1 6 n a ys , N r . P r e s i d e n t , on the
adoption of the amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T he motion fails and the call is r aised.
Anything for the record, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Y e s , N r . Pr es i d e n t , I d o . Nr. President, your Committee
on Enrollment a nd Review respectfully r eport s t hey hav e
carefully examined and engrossed L B 57 1 and find the same
correc t l y engr o s sed ; L B 6 56 , L B 6 88 , L B 8 80 , L B 9 23 , L B 96 0 and
LB 960A, LB 1080 , L B 1 080A, L B 1 094 , L B 1 1 84 , LB 1184A. (See
pages 1309-1312 of the Legislative Journal.)

with the roll call.
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March 30, 19 90 LB 431, 610, 6 88 , 1 0 88 , 1 1 53 , 1 184 , 1 2 29

i t ' s an i s sue which is based on moral, religious, ethical
principles and there is not going to be a resolution, s o I w i l l
write them what my view is but not try to change their mind and
that I have no expectation of doing that. What we' re doing here
is expressing our opinions and not one vote is going to change,
not one mind-set is going to be altered. But I do b e l i e v e
things should be put into t he r eco r d be c ause t here i s a n
educational function that must be served by the Legislature and
the record of what we do and say emerges from our debates. So,
for that reason, as long as we discuss this issue and whenever
we discuss it, I'm going to put into the.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T i me .

SENATOR CHANBERS:
there.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Nr. Clerk, you have a motion on the desk.

CLERK: Nr . Pre s i d ent, I do. I have a priority motion. Senator
Korshoj would move to adjourn until Monday morning, April 2nd at
9:00 a.m. Nay I read some items, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Have you items to read in'?

C LERK: Ve r y q u i c k l y . Senator Barrett has amendments t o b e
p rinted t o LB 11 5 3 . (See pages 1759-61 of the Legislative
Journal. )

Senator Haberman would like to add his name to LB 1184, LB 1229,
LB 610, LB 431 m d L B 1088 as co - i n t r oducer. That's all that I
have, Mr. Pr e s ident.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The motion before the house is one
of adjournment. All in favor say aye. Opposed no. A machine
vote has been requested. Will members please r eturn t o your
desks and reco rd you r pres e nce. Those members outside the
Chamber, please return and check in, please. Senator N oo r e .
Senators Schmit, Labedz, Haberman. Senator Wehrbein, the house
is under call. The house is still under call. The question i s
adjourning until Monday morning at nine o' clock. Those in f avor
of that motion vote aye, o pposed nay. Ha v e you a l l vo t e d ? Have
you al l 'voted? Re c ord. Record vote has been requested.

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 1761-62 of the Legislative

..record those things I think ought to be
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A pri l 3 , 199 0 L B 1004, 1 0 0 4A , 1 0 80 , 10 8 0A , 1 1 8 4

PRESIDENT: LB 100 4 p as s e s . L B 1004 A .

CLERK: ( Read LB 1004A on F i n a l R e a d i n g .)

PRESIDENT: All pr ovisions of lawrelative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, s hal l L B 1 0 04 A p a s s ? Al l
in fa v or v ot e ay e , opposed nay . Ha v e y o u a l l v ot ed ? Record,
M r. C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: (Record v o t e re ad . S ee pag e 183 0 of the Le gislative
Journal.) 33 ayes, 7 nays, 6 present and not voting, 3 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: LB 1004A p a s s e s . L B 1 0 8 0 .

CLERK: (Read LB 1080 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Al l p r ov i s i on s of law relative to procedure having
been com p l i e d wi t h , the question is, shall LB 1080 pass? Al l
those in favor vote aye, o p p osed n ay . Have you a l l vo t ed ?
Record, Mr . Cl er k , p l ea se .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See p age 1831 of the Legislative
Journal.) 43 ayes, 0 nays, 3 present and not voti ng , 3 ex c u s ed
and not voting, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: LB 10 80 p a sse s . L B 1 0 8 0 A .

CLERK: ( Read LB 1 0 80A o n F i n al Rea d i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Al l p r ov i s i on s of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, shall LB 1080A pass? Al l
t hose i n f av or vote a ye , oppo s e d n ay . Have you a l l vo t ed ?
Record, Mr . Cl er k , p l ea se .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 1831-32 of the Legislative
Journal.) 43 ayes, 0 nays, 4 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 1080A p as se s . LB 1184 with the emergency

CLERK: ( Read LB 1184 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

c lause a t t ac he d .
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Apri l 3 , 199 0 L B 656, 1 1 46 , 11 8 4 , 11 8 4 A

LB 6 5 6.

P RESIDENT: A l l pr ov i s i o ns of l aw r el at i v e t o p r o cedu r e having
been complied with, the question is, shall LB 1184 pass with the
emergency clause attached? All those in favor vote aye, opposed
n ay. Ha r e y o u a l l v ot ed ? Record, Mr . Cl e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 1832-33 of the Legislative
Journal.) 40 ayes, 6 nays, 1 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 1184 passes with the emergercy clause attached.
LB 1184A with the emergency clause a tt ac h ed .

CLERK: ( Read LB 1184A on F i n a l R e a d i n g .)

PRESIDENT: Al l p r o v i s i on s of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, t he qu e s t i o n i s , sha l l LB 1184A p as s wi t h
the emergency clause attached? All those in favor vote aye,
opposed nay . Have you a l l vo t e d? Re co r d , M r . Cl e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 1833-34 of the Legislative
Journal.) 38 ayes, 5 nays, 4 present and not voting, 2 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 11 84A passes with theemergency clause attached.

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 656 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Al l pr ov i s i on s o f l aw relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, shal l LB 6 56 p as s? Al l
t hose i n f av or v ote ay e , o ppo s e d n a y . Have you a l l v ot ed ?
Record, Mr . Cl er k , p l e as e .

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Record v o t e r ea d . See p ag e s 183 4 - 3 5 of t h e
Legislative Journal.) The vot e i s 4 1 aye s , 0 n ay s , 5 p r esen t
and not voting, 3 excused and not voting, Mr. Pres i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: LB 6 56 p ass e s . LB 1146 with the emergency c lause

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 1 146 o n Fi n al Re a d i n g . )

PRESIDENT: Al l p r ov i s i on s of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, shal l LB 11 4 6 p a s s w i t h t he
emergency clause attached? All those in favor vote aye, opposed

a tt a ch ed .
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April 3 , 1 99 0 L B 42, 42A, 6 42 , 6 5 6 , 7 9 9 , 8 6 6 , 8 8 0
880A, 953A, 1004 , 1 0 04A, 1 0 19 , 1 0 19A, 1 0 59
1059A, 1064, 1 0 64A, 1 080 , 1 0 80A, 1 1 13 , 1 1 1 3A
1136, 1146 , 1 1 84 , 1 1 84A, 1 222A
LR 418

record, Mr. C l e r k ?

CLERK: ( Read LB 1222A on Fina l Reading . )

PRESIDENT: All provisions of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is shall LB 1222A pass? All
those in favor vote a ye, o p posed nay. Hav e you a l l v o t e d ?
Record, Mr. Cl e r k , p l e a s e .

CLERK: (Read record vote as f o und on page 1847 of Legislative
Journal.) 44 ayes, 0 nays, 2 present and not voting, 3 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: L B 122 2 A passes. Do you have s omething for t he

CLERK: Mr. President, I do,a new resolution by the Judiciary
C ommittee, ( L R 4 18 . ) a study resolution. Enrollment and Review
reports LB 1064 and LB 1064A as correctly engrossed, both signed
by Senator Li n d say a s Cha i r ; and LB 10 5 9 and LB 3059A i s
correctly enrolled. E n rollment and Review reports LB 1113 and
LB 1113A to Se lect F i l e , s igned by Senator L i ndsay. Amendments'o be printed by Senator Hartnett to LB 953A, Senator Hall to
LB 866 . And , Mr. President, a confirmation report f r om
Transportation Committee signed by S ena t o r Lamb as C h a i r.
That's all that I have, Mr. President. (See p a ges 1847-5 2 of
the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: While the Legislature is in session, capable of
transacting business, I propose to sign a i d do si gn LB 8 80 ,
LB 880A, LB 1004 , L B 1004A, LB 108 0 , L B 1080A, LB 1 1 8 4 ,
L B 1184A, LB 6 5 6 , LB 1 14 6 , LB 42, LB 42 A , LB 7 99 , LB 1019,
L B 1019A, LB 105 9 A , L B 1059, LB 11 3 6 , LB 112 2 , correct i on ,
LB 1222, and LB 1222A. We' re r eady to g o . Mr. Clerk, do you

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , motion pending from this morning was one
offered by Senator Chambers and that motion was to overrul e or
change t h e Sp ea k e r ' s agenda to permit consideration o f a
suspension motion relating to LB 642.

PRESIDENT: (Gavel) . Cou l d w e h ave y our a ttention so we ca n
hear the speaker? Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. Chairman and members of the
L egis l a t u r e , t h i s i s a c on t i n u a t i o n f ro m what I was attempting

have something on the desk?
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A pril 9 , 1 9 9 0 L B 2?0, 220A, 315 , 3 69 , 3 6 9A, 5 51 , 5 5 1A
571, ' 56, 720 , 7 20A, 799 , 8 51 , 8 9 6
923, 953, 9 58 , 9 60 , 9 6 0A, 9 80 , 9 8 0A
994, 994A, 1018, 1 0 63 , 1 063A, 1064, 1 0 64A
1080, 10 90, 1 1 3 6, 1 1 4 6, 1 1 8 4, 1 1 8 4A, 1 2 4 4

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Welcome to the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber
for the last day of the Second Session of the 91st L egislature .We' re especially happy to have with us this morning our own
Harland Johnson for our prayer of the morning. Would you please

HARLAND JOHNSON: (Prayer o f f e red. )

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel. ) Than k y ou , H a r l a nd , a n d may I say , on
behalf of all the members of the Legislature, w e have t r u l y
appreciated your prayers during the session. T hey h av e bee n
very meaningful because you understand us so well, so thank you
again. Roll call, please.

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Any corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: No corrections this morning, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: An y messages, reports, or announcements today?

C LERK: Mr . Pr esi d e n t , a s e r i e s of messa g es . F ir s t ,
communications from t he G o v e r n or. Eng r o ss e d . . .wel l , be f o r e
that, Mr. President, bills read on Final Reading as of late last
Thursday were presented to the Governor on Thursday evening as
of 8:15 p.m. Communications from the Governor, Mr. President,
and I might indicate to the members that copies o f m e s sages I
have received have been distributed and you should have a copy
on your desk. Communications to the Clerk: E ngrossed LB 1 0 8 0 ,
LB 1184, LB 11 8 4 A , L B 656, LB 1 1 4 6 , LB 799 , and LB 1136 were
received in my office on April 3 and signed by me on April 6 and
delivered to the Secretary of State. Sincerely , Kay Or r ,
Governor. (See Message from the Governor as found on page 1985
of the Legislative Journal.) A second communication: Engrossed
L B 220, LB 2 2 0 A, LB 315, LB 36 9 , LB 3 69A , L B 551, LB 5 5 1 A ,
L B 571, LB 7 20 , L B 7 20A, L B 8 51 , L B 8 96 , I B 92 3 , L B 9 5 3 , L B 9 5 8 ,
L B 960, LB 9 6 0 A , L B 980, LB 9 R OA, LB 9 9 4 , LB 994A, LB 1018 ,
LB 1063, LB 1063A, LB 1064 , L B 1 0 64A, LB 1090 , a nd IB 1244 w e r e
received in my office on April 3 and signed by me on April 7,
delivered to the Secretary of the State. Sincerely , K ay Or r ,
Governor. (See Message from the Governor as found on page 1985
of the Legislative Journal.) In addition to those items,

rise?
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